
Waterbeach Parish Council 
Council meeting 9 January 2017 

Item 17/180 Setting the precept for 2018-2019 

The purpose of this note is to set the scene and ask the Council to give some guidance to the Finance 

Committee when they propose a precept for 2018-2019. 

In the current year (2017-2018) our precept is £158,720 and our Council Tax base is £1761.8 leading 

to a Band D Council Tax charge of £90.09. This represented no change on the same figure for 2016-

2017. 

Because of the additional building in Waterbeach, our Council Tax Base will be increased to 1889.3 

for 2018-2019, an increase of 7.24%. This means that, if we were to keep our Band D Council Tax at 

the same level as in 2017-2018, we could increase our precept to £170,207 without our residents 

seeing any change to our part of their bills. 

Over the last few years, our year end reserves have gone up quite significantly. Our general reserves 

at 31 March 2017 were £146,055 the increase being the result of a quite significant underspend 

against budget. 

 

At the time of writing this report, we do not know precisely what our under- or overspend will be in 

the current year, but there is no reason to suppose that it will be significant in either direction. We 

should thus end this year with reserves that are close to £140,000. There are no laid down limits to 

what we are allowed to hold, but a figure of six months’ expenditure is often quoted as a reasonable 

level of reserves. In the current year, our total budgeted expenditure (excluding S106) is £175,590. 

This means that a reasonable level of general reserves could be assumed to be around £90,000. 

Two other statistics might be useful. Firstly, our Band D Council tax for the last three years is shown 

below 
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We increased the tax by 4% in 2015-2016 and 3.86% in 2016-2017. In 2017-2018 we froze our level 

of Council tax. These generated precepts as below: 

 

Secondly, we should look at the Council Tax for our neighbouring parishes. These are the levels for 

the last few years: 

 

 2014-
2015  

2015-
2016 

2016-
2017 

2017-
2018 

Cottenham 106.38 88.30 89.60 140.24 

Fen Ditton 64.54 63.70 66.88 72.45 

Histon / 
Impington 

87.67 91.18 93.02 97.18 

Horningsea 84.79 85.52 86.36 91.12 

Landbeach 52.23 54.54 56.16 61.04 

Milton 73.98 73.63 73.98 71.49 

Waterbeach 83.40 86.74 90.09 90.09 
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From this you will see that our CT level is quite high compared with some of our neighbours but, in 

the current year, is less than Histon+Impington, Horningsea and Cottenham. We are also 17th highest 

out of the 102 parishes in South Cambridgeshire District. 

Having taken into account all the above, I think that we should seriously consider reducing our Band 

D to £85 for 2018-2019. This will provide us with a precept of £160,590, an increase of 1.2%, and it 

would seem to me that we should be able to set a budget that either fits within this or, if more 

expenditure is necessary, we can use our reserves to cover any deficit. 

Michael Williamson – 4/1/2018 

 

 


